Consideration of the Formation of a Library District

Hailey Public Library and Bellevue Public Library

The Hailey Public Library and Bellevue Public Library are exploring the formation of a library
district to serve their communities in a more sustainable, accessible, and equitable manner.
Establishing a district library would allow both libraries to consolidate resources and deliver
stronger, more consistent services to residents of Hailey, Bellevue, and the surrounding rural
areas of Blaine County.

A district structure provides a stable, dedicated funding source through a voter-approved
property tax levy, reducing reliance on city general funds and annual budget fluctuations. This
model supports long-term financial predictability, strategic planning, and operational stability.
Proposed District Boundaries

The approximate boundaries of the proposed library district begin at Greenhorn and East Fork

Road and extend south to the county line, excluding the area served by the Little Wood River
Library District in the southeastern portion of the county, including Carey and Picabo.

What Is a Library District?

A library district is an independent taxing district and separate political subdivision that provides
library resources and services within a defined geographic area. It is governed by a five-member
elected board, with trustees serving staggered six-year terms.
The elected board is responsible for oversight of district operations, including:

e Budget development and approval

e Adoption of bylaws and policies

e Hiring and governance of the library district director

This structure provides direct voter oversight and accountability.

Petition and Public Hearing Process

To qualify for ballot consideration, signatures from 20% of the registered voters in the proposed
district were collected and certified by the County Elections Department on January 27.

The required notice of public hearing before the Blaine County Board of Commissioners was
published on February 11 and 18. The public hearing is scheduled for February 24.

Following the public hearing, the Board of County Commissioners may approve placement of
the measure on the ballot.

On May 19, 2026, registered voters residing within the defined district boundaries will vote on
the formation of the proposed library district. A simple majority is needed for passage.



Rationale for a Library District

A district model would allow for:

Greater flexibility to expand services for youth, seniors, and working families
Broader access to physical and digital collections

Improved staffing and programming capacity

Consistent, long-term funding dedicated specifically to library services
Enhanced strategic planning to manage growth and community needs

A district aims to establish a predictable funding source while leveraging economies of scale to
improve service delivery and operational efficiency. Funds generated through the district levy
would support:

Staffing and administration

Collection development, including digital resources and subscriptions
Programs and outreach services

Technology infrastructure

Facilities maintenance and capital improvements

The district structure enables local voters to determine library funding and governance while
ensuring equitable access to high-quality library services for residents of Hailey, Bellevue, and
the surrounding rural county.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

YEAR ROUND - 4 WEEKLY STORY TIMES
YEAR ROUND - MAKERS SPACE AND CRAFTS
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UNITING PEOPLE, SPARKING IDEAS: TOWARD A BRILLIANT 2026




Exhibit A: Legal Description

A parcel of Land located within Blaine County Idaho being more particularly described
as follows:

All those portions of the following Townships, Sections, Ranges, and Subdivisions that
fall within the boundaries of Blaine County Idaho as follows:

Township 4 North Range 18 East Sections 25, 35,36 and the South East V4 of
Section 34;

Township 4 North Ranges 19 East through Range 22 East within Blaine County;

Township 3 North Range 15 East Sections 9 through 16 and Sections 23 through
25 Within Blaine County;

Township 3 North Ranges 16 and Range 17 East, Sections 7 through 36 Within
Blaine County;

Township 3 North Range 18 East:
Sections 1 through 4 and Sections 9 through 36;
South 7% of Section 7;

Gimlet West Subdivision, recorded under Instrument number 301511 as
described in the records of Blaine County, Idaho, or subsequent replats
thereof, which is located within the NE %4 of Section 7;

Section 8 excepting the North West V;
Township 3 North Ranges 19 East through Range 23 East within Blaine County;
Township 2 North Ranges 16 East through Range 24 East within Blaine County;

Township 1 North Ranges 16 East through Range 21 East, and Ranges 23 East
through Range 24 East within Blaine County;

Township 1 North Range 22 East EXCEPT the following portions of Section 32 &
33:

Within Section 32 the South East V4, the South East %4 of the South West
Ya, and the South East V4 of the North East V4;

Within Section 33 the South 2, and the South East V4 of the North East V4;

Township 1 South Ranges 16 East through Range 19 East within Blaine County;



Township 1 South Range 20 East Sections 5 through 7;

Township 1 South Range 20 East portions of Sections 8,18, and 19 as follows:
Government Lots 3 and 4 of Section 8;
The West V2 of Section 18;
The North V2 of the North West V4 of Section 19;

Township 2 South Ranges 17 East through Range 19 East within Blaine County;

Said parcel containing approximately Square Miles, more or less.

See Exhibit Map attached hereto and made part of this description.
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