
Memorandum 

To: Christina Giordani, Mayor 

From: Brian Parker, Community Development Director, Floodplain Administrator 

Re: City of Bellevue Ordinances and Standards Regarding Work Within Bramon 
Subdivision 

Date: May 28, 2026 

Background 

The City of Bellevue manages floodplain development and other land development through Titles 9-12 

of Bellevue City Code. These ordinances are established to balance private property rights with the 

externalities associated with development. 

Site History 

The subject property was annexed and subdivided in 2004. A single family residence existed on Lot 1, 

Block 1 of Bramon Subdivision. All of Bramon Subdivision was in the 1% floodplain on the Flood 

Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) adopted at the time of subdivision, as well as the currently adopted FIRM. 

The following relevant notes are included on the face of the Bramon Subdivision plat: 

2) Bramon Subdivision lies entirely within the 100-year FEMA Floodplain per March 17, 1997 

FEMA FIRM Panels 0857 & 0859B. 

Note: the FIRM panels showing the subject property at the time of adoption are 0857B & 

0859D.  It is unclear why the incorrect FIRM panels are referenced. 

3) The City of Bellevue shall not be held responsible for any flood damage and shall not be 

responsible for maintenance of the dike. 

4) The area within the floodplain shall not be disturbed and will remain in its natural condition. 

No more than one-half acre of each lot shall be disturbed or used for residential 

construction or landscaping. The area within the driveway shall not be included within this 

restriction. 

Utilizing aerial imagery provided by Blaine County, it appears that substantial landscape modifications of 

Lot 1, including the replacement of native vegetation with turf grass has occurred since the plat was 

recorded on May 17, 2004. 



1986 (Pre-development): 

2004 (lawn area generally behind residence and near pond): 



2013 (lawn area expanded around pond, south of house, near driveway): 



2025 (trees regrown in, understory still largely clear of native vegetation): 

Staff has not identified any applications, permits, or records of the City reviewing or authorizing these 

expansions of landscaping or modification of natural vegetation. 



Floodplain Development Permit 

Relevant Code Sections 

 Bellevue City Code Section 12-2-1: Definitions 

Development Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 
limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation or drilling operations, or storage of equipment or materials. 

Development 
Activity 

Any activity defined as development which will necessitate a Floodplain Development 
Permit; such as: the construction of buildings, structures, or accessory structures; 
additions or substantial improvements to existing structures; bulkheads, retaining 
walls, piers, and pools; the placement of mobile homes; or the deposition or 
extraction of materials; the construction or elevation of dikes, berms and levees. 

Levee A man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment, designed and constructed 
according to sound engineering practices, to contain, control, or divert the flow of 
water so as to provide protection from temporary flooding. 

Remedy a 
Violation 

To bring the structure or other development into compliance with State or local flood 
plain management regulations, or, if this is not possible, to reduce the impacts of its 
non-compliance. Ways that impacts may be reduced include protecting the structure 
or other affected development from flood damages, implementing the enforcement 
provisions of the ordinance or otherwise deterring future similar violations, or 
reducing Federal financial exposure with regard to the structure or other 
development. 

Special Flood 
Hazard Area 
(SFHA) 

The land in the flood plain within a community subject to a one percent (1%) or 
greater chance of flooding in any given year. For purposes of these regulations, the 
term "special flood hazard area" is synonymous in meaning with the phrase "area of 
special flood hazard". 

Violation The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the 
community's flood plain management regulations. A structure or other development 
without the Finished Construction Elevation Certificate, other certifications, or other 
evidence of compliance required in 44 CFR § 60.3(b)(5), (c)(4), (c)(l0), (d)(3), (e)(2), 
(e)(4), or (e)(5) is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation is 
provided. 

 Bellevue City Code Section 12-3-3: Establishment of Floodplain Development Permit 

A Floodplain Development Permit shall be required in conformance with the provisions of this 

title prior to the commencement of any development activities within Special Flood Hazard 

Areas determined in accordance with the provisions of Section12-4-2. 

 Bellevue City Code Section 12-3-8: Penalties for Violation 

No structure or land shall hereafter be located, extended, converted, or altered unless in full 

compliance with the terms of this title and other applicable regulations. 

Violation of the provisions of this title or failure to comply with any of its requirements, 

including violation of conditions and safeguards established in connection with grants of 

variance or special exceptions, shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this 

title or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not 

more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) or imprisoned for not more than one hundred eighty 



(180) days, or both. Each day the violation continues shall be considered a separate offense. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent the City of Bellevue from taking such other lawful 

actions as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. 

 Bellevue City Code Section 12-4-4: Corrective Procedures:

A. Violations To Be Corrected: When the Floodplain Administrator finds violations of applicable 

State and local laws, it shall be his or her duty to notify the owner or occupant of the 

building of the violation. The owner or occupant shall immediately remedy each of the 

violations of law cited in such notification. 

B. Actions In Event Of Failure To Take Corrective Action: If the owner of a building or property 

shall fail to take prompt corrective action, the Floodplain Administrator shall give the owner 

written notice, by certified or registered mail to the owner's last known address or by 

personal service, stating: 

1. That the building or property is in violation of the floodplain management regulations; 

2. That a hearing will be held before the Floodplain Administrator at a designated place 

and time, not later than ten (10) days after the date of the notice, at which time the 

owner shall be entitled to be heard in person or by counsel and to present arguments 

and evidence pertaining to the matter; and 

3. That following the hearing, the Floodplain Administrator may issue an order to alter, 

vacate, or demolish the building; or to remove fill as applicable. 

C. Order To Take Corrective Action: If, upon a hearing held pursuant to the notice prescribed 

above, the Floodplain Administrator shall find that the building or development is in 

violation of the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance, he or she shall issue an order in 

writing to the owner, requiring the owner to remedy the violation within a specified time 

period, not less than sixty (60} calendar days, nor more than (90) calendar days. (One 

hundred eighty (180) calendar days or less is recommended.) Where the Floodplain 

Administrator finds that there is imminent danger to life or other property, he or she may 

order that corrective action be taken in such lesser period as may be feasible. 

D. Appeal: Any owner who has received an order to take corrective action may appeal the 

order to the local elected governing body by giving notice of appeal in writing to the 

Floodplain Administrator and the clerk within ten (10) days following issuance of the final 

order. In the absence of an appeal, the order of the Floodplain Administrator shall be final. 

The local governing body shall hear an appeal within a reasonable time and may affirm, 

modify and affirm, or revoke the order. 

E. Failure To Comply With Order: If the owner of a building or property fails to comply with an 

order to take corrective action for which no appeal has been made or fails to comply with an 

order of the governing body following an appeal, the owner shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and shall be punished at the discretion of the court. 



 Bellevue City Code Section 12-5-2(J): Other Development In Regulated Floodways and Flood 

Fringe:

1. Fences that have the potential to block the passage of floodwaters, such as stockade fences 

and wire mesh fences, in regulated floodways and flood fringe shall meet the limitations of 

section 12-5-5 of this title. 

2. Retaining walls, bulkheads, sidewalks, and driveways that involve the placement of fill in 

regulated floodways and flood fringe shall meet the limitations of section 12-5-5 of this title. 

3. Roads and watercourse crossings, including roads, bridges, culverts, low-water crossings, 

and similar means for vehicles or pedestrians to travel from one side of a watercourse to the 

other side, which encroach into regulated floodways and flood fringe, shall meet the 

limitations of section 12-5-5 of this title. 

4. Drilling water, oil, and/or gas wells including fuel storage tanks, apparatus, and any 

equipment at the site that encroach into regulated floodways and flood fringe shall meet 

the limitations of section 12-5-5 of this title. 

5. Docks, piers, boat ramps, marinas, moorings, decks, docking facilities, port facilities, 

shipbuilding, and ship repair facilities that encroach into regulated floodways and flood 

fringe shall meet the limitations of section 12-5-5 of this title. 

 Bellevue City Code Section 12-5-5: Standards for Floodways and Flood Fringe Areas:

Areas designated as floodways or flood fringe areas are located within the Special Flood Hazard 

Areas established in section 12-3-2 . The floodways and flood fringe areas are extremely 

hazardous areas due to the velocity of floodwaters that have erosion potential and carry debris 

and potential projectiles. The following provisions, in addition to standards outlined in sections 

12-5-1 and 12-5-2 , shall apply to all development within such areas: 

A. No encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and other 

developments shall be permitted unless: 

1. It is demonstrated that the proposed encroachment would not result in any increase in 

the flood levels during the occurrence of the base flood, based on hydrologic and 

hydraulic analyses performed in accordance with standard engineering practice and 

presented to the Floodplain Administrator prior to issuance of floodplain development 

permit (This is a No-Rise Analysis and Certification); or 

2. A Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) has been approved by FEMA. A Letter of 

Map Revision (LOMR) must also be obtained within six (6) months of completion of the 

proposed encroachment. 

B. If subsection A is satisfied, all development shall comply with all applicable flood hazard 

reduction provisions of this title. 

C. Manufactured homes may be permitted provided the following provisions are met: 

1. The anchoring and the elevation standards of subsection 12-5-2 C; and 

2. The encroachment standards of subsection A. 

Analysis 

 “Development” is specifically defined to include grading. Grading has occurred on the subject 

property. Staff was alerted to this information on May 18, 2026. Upon receipt of a complaint, 

Staff conducted a site assessment and verified that unpermitted grading was occurring. The 

responsible party was on site, and Staff spoke with him and instructed that no additional grading 



shall occur until a floodplain development permit had been issued. The responsible party was 

authorized to remove the brush piles, combustible dead organic matter, and similar vegetated 

debris as that does not constitute “development activity” as defined in Bellevue City Code 

Section 12-2-1. 

 On May 25, 2026, the responsible party submitted six (6) floodplain development permit 

applications. Staff reviewed the applications, found that they were not completed on the most 

current application form, incomplete, and/or not the correct application. On May 26, 2026, Staff 

emailed the responsible party to notify them that the applications could not be accepted as 

submitted and provided instructions on how to proceed correctly. On May 27, 2026, the 

responsible party submitted three (3) floodplain development permits and one (1) fence permit. 

Application materials are enclosed. 

 On May 27, 2026, Staff conducted a site visit to the subject property. While on site, Staff 

observed excavation equipment moving and loading brush piles, then leveling the dirt around 

the site of the brush pile. While the removal of brush piles had been previously verbally 

authorized, the subsequent leveling of the area constituted “grading” and was thus 

impermissible. The responsible party was notified, who then immediately contacted the 

excavator and instructed the individual to stop work. To increase clarity around the matter, a 

Stop Work Order was prepared by Staff and posted on the property. 

 As the responsible party was notified of a violation and has taken the appropriate corrective 

actions thus far in accordance with Bellevue City Code Section 12-4-4, no penalties are required 

at this time. The City of Bellevue reserves the right to proceed with enforcement should the 

need arise in the future. 

 An unplatted, informal pathway through the subject property had been used by the public 

through Lot 2. The responsible party operating on the subject properties, seeking to reduce 

trespassing, blocked this pathway. An alternative unpermitted pathway was subsequently 

graded out on property owned by the City of Bellevue connecting from the twenty-foot (20’) 

fisherman’s easement on the subject property to the corner of West Spruce Street and Tendoy 

Street, also within the area of special flood hazard. The party responsible for the construction of 

this unpermitted pathway has not been identified to date. 

Riparian Setback 

Relevant Code Sections 

 Bellevue City Code Section 12-5-1(A):

A. A Riparian Protection Setback is hereby established one hundred feet (100') back from the 

mean high-water mark of the Bigwood River within the City. The following activities and 

improvements are prohibited within the Riparian Protection Setback: 

1. New Construction; 

2. Placement of structures, except fences and maintenance thereof; 

3. Placement of fill or dirt or other materials; 

4. Removal of any live vegetation, except for leaning or diseased trees that are hazardous 

of life or property (provided) the root balls shall not be removed in order to protect 

against erosion of the river bank) with prior written confirmation of such condition by a 



certified Arborist unless a bona fide emergency to life or property exists, and noxious 

weeds; 

5. Planting non-native vegetation, including grass, shrubs and trees; 

6. Storage of materials and/or equipment before, during or after any construction or 

excavation on an adjacent area. 

Exceptions: 

1. Planting of native riparian vegetation; 

2. Maintenance of non-native grasses, shrubs and trees existing on the effective date of 

this title; 

3. Emergency bank stabilization activities pursuant to all required federal, state and City 

permits; and 

4. Construction of public roads, and of public utilities and other structures pursuant to all 

required by city, state and federal permits; and 

5. Maintenance of deed or dedicated public pathways, and the maintenance of existing 

private pathways, and the creation and maintenance of one private pathway on each 

parcel of land of not more than eight (8) feet in width down to the river. 

Analysis 

 The removal of live vegetation within the one-hundred foot (100’) riparian setback area 

occurred, in violation of Bellevue City Code 12-5-1(A)(4). No permitting process is established by 

Bellevue City Code for work within the riparian setback area. The applicant has been notified of 

the violation and has provided preliminary concepts for correction. Provided that remediation 

occurs within a timeframe to prevent erosion and infiltration by invasive species, no further 

enforcement action is required at this time. The City of Bellevue reserves the right to proceed 

with enforcement should the need arise in the future. 

 The responsible party has provided an email from Carl Hjelm, ISA Certified Arborist 

(https://certificates.directory.isa-

arbor.com/profile/3fe132e8c65981c77dedd849436c5ff15c01af95?search_term=hjelm&page=1)

, identifying a total of thirty-seven (37) dead or declining trees that would be appropriate for 

removal, including trees within the riparian setback area. 

 While Staff is still waiting for further documentation to this effect, the responsible party has 

stated in one of declined floodplain development permit applications that cheatgrass, leafy 

spurge, spotted knapweed, and Canada thistle were present within the removed vegetation. 

 Cottonwood trees and woody vegetation was removed from the river-side of the levee. The 

responsible party has stated that the work was done in coordination with Flood Control District 

#9, and the District Board Chairman has confirmed this in a phone call and in-person meeting. 

The Flood Control District has provided recommendations from the most recent Army Corps of 

Engineers Levee Risk Management Summary indicating that the work that has occurred is 

necessary to meet the Corps’ standards. 

Tree Removal 

Relevant Code Sections 



 Except for the provisions in Bellevue City Code Section 12-5-1, no restrictions or permitting 

processes exist in Bellevue City Code for the removal of trees located on private property. 

Analysis 

 Tree removal does not constitute “development activity” as defined by Bellevue City Code 

Section 12-2-1, and thus a floodplain development permit is not required for tree removal 

within the area of special flood hazard. 

 When tree removal is necessary to occur, as in this case, and opportunities to maximize the 

benefit exist, such as providing needed training for Bellevue firefighters, it is Staff’s opinion that 

it is a waste to not take advantage of the opportunity. As such, the responsible party was put in 

contact with the Fire Chief so he could facilitate training at his discretion. 

 As discussed in the site history, it appears that non-natural landscaping has expanded beyond 

the ½ acre limit imposed by plat note #4. In order to remedy this incursion, further vegetation 

removal and remediation will likely be required. No work is authorized to occur without 

appropriate permitting and approval from the City of Bellevue. 

Plat Notes 

As discussed above, there are plat notes on the face of the Bramon Subdivision plat that are applicable 

to the work that has been conducted and is proposed. The plat notes are ambiguous in relation to non-

native, invasive and noxious weed, hazard tree removal, and other ordinary maintenance of vegetation 

on the property. As previously discussed, the property was not in compliance with plat note #4 due to 

the expansion of non-natural lawn areas. 

Ownership 

The responsible party has provided a signed Property Access and Alteration License Agreement granting 

the individual to “apply for necessary municipal permits, facilitate property improvements, and contract 

with licensed, bonded, and insured vendors to work onsite at the Properties.” 

Enclosures 

1. Materials related to Bramon Subdivision entitlement and Annexation 

2. Bramon Subdivision recorded final plat 

3. FIRM Panels 0857B & 0859D 

4. Property Access and Alteration License 

5. Related email correspondence 

6. Documents relating to levee provided by Flood Control District #9. 

7. Applications for the subject property received to date. 

8. Stop Work Order and Posting Photos 





















































































































































Archived: Thursday, May 28, 2026 5:30:51 PM
From: Tony Evans 
Mail received time: Thu, 28 May 2026 16:31:08 +0000
Subject: Re: Trout Lane question

It's not clear from this message when Brian spoke to Lars and said to halt work until a flood plain development permit
was approved. On Friday, or the following week.

Tony Tekaroniake Evans
Idaho Mountain Express
https://www.mtexpress.com/
office: 208 726-8060
cell: 208 720-4821

From: Christina Giordani <cgiordani@bellevueidaho.us>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 10:05 AM
To: Tony Evans <tevans@mtexpress.com>
Cc: Brian Parker <bparker@bellevueidaho.us>
Subject: RE: Trout Lane question
 
Tony,
 
I instructed Brian Parker, Community Development Director to issue the stop work order. Brian had spoken to the Lars
Knudson the responsible party working on the property on Friday and gave a verbal warning to stop work until a Flood
Plain Permit was issued. Brian personally observed work being done Tuesday at 2:25pm. Thus, a stop work order was
issued yesterday with the remedy as following - Receive Floodplain Development Permit Approval, Work with Staff on
Remediation Plan.
 
I personally received a call specifically about tree removal at the trout lane property. Please reach out to Brian for further
information or questions about city complaints.
 
Thank you!
Christina
 

Christina Giordani
Mayor
City Of Bellevue

Cell: 208.309.6731

115 E. Pine Street
PO Box 825
Bellevue, ID 83313
 

 
 
 
From: Tony Evans <tevans@mtexpress.com> 

mailto:tevans@mtexpress.com
https://www.tonytekaroniakeevans.com/
https://www.mtexpress.com/


Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 8:53 AM
To: Christina Giordani <cgiordani@bellevueidaho.us>
Subject: Trout Lane question
 
Why was a stop work order issued on Trout Lane?
 
Did the city get any complaints over the Memorial Day weekend?
 
 
Thanks,
Tony
 
Tony Tekaroniake Evans
Idaho Mountain Express
https://www.mtexpress.com/
office: 208 726-8060
cell: 208 720-4821
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tonytekaroniakeevans.com%2F&c=E,1,dlXCI99NudJ7bODrSw8z6AQdRtqf8Gr70C5aA5L3NLxNMPbLGRxJfu1I3T8pd0MUP93VBkIMhn62MYTYTwNScxE1fU2HVuxEbP4aSE0Gxt_bCBGxaOUw&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtexpress.com%2F&c=E,1,34yCzeNZWo0LhlvZrV8uLTDpJOTAcjeCsgQZwtj3ghEPOnE8HoHr5W8uw7KP9mAmlgRRTbkYB-oWSJltHKUyzBjPV7J3hYjlxbvvJNxhF0hPD1j07yH3Qfd2SA,,&typo=1


From: Lars Knudsen
Mail received time: Thu, 28 May 2026 16:08:14 +0000 
Subject: Confirming receipt 
Archived: Thursday, May 28, 2026 5:30:54 PM 

___________________________________ 
Good morning Brian.  

Can you do me a favor? Can you please confirm you received the letter of authorization 
from David and I on the property? 

The initial one I sent a few days ago, didnâ¬ "!t go through and I resent it.  

Thanks have a good day.  

Yours, 

Lars 

 

mailto:llarso@hotmail.com


Archived: Thursday, May 28, 2026 5:30:58 PM
From: Lars Knudsen 
Mail received time: Thu, 28 May 2026 15:42:53 +0000
Subject: Property access and alteration agreement
Attachments:
2026-05-27 13-02.pdf;

Yours,

Lars

mailto:llarso@hotmail.com



5/26/26


Revised License Agreement


PROPERTY ACCESS AND ALTERATION LICENSE


Effective Date: May 26, 2026


Licensor (Owner): David Donovick


Licensee (Buyer): Lars Knudsen


Properties: 100 Trout Lane, 200 Trout Lane, Bellevue, ID 83313, and the adjacent river parcel
collectively, the "Properties").


This License Agreement ("License") grants Lars Knudsen permission to access and perform


improvements on the Properties subject to the following terms:


1. Grant of Authority: Licensor authorizes Licensee to apply for necessary municipal permits,


facilitate property improvements, and contract with licensed, bonded, and insured vendors to
work onsite at the Properties.


2. Indemnification & Hold Harmless: In exchange for this License, Licensee agrees to defend,


indemnify, and hold Licensor harmless from and against any and all claims, demands, liabilities,


damages, losses, costs, or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) arising out of, related


to, or resulting from any activities, construction, or work performed on the Properties by Licensee,
his agents, employees, or vendors.


3. Compliance, Liens & Billing: Licensee ensures all work complies with local building codes.


Licensee shall keep the Properties free from any mechanic's or materialman's liens resulting from


the work. Licensee shall be responsible for all payment associated with contracted
improvements.


4. No Transfer of Ownership: This License does not transfer legal title or ownership rights prior to


the official closing of the purchase contract. If the purchase contract terminates, this License
immediately expires.


5. Agreement Conflict: This License is a supplement to the Purchase & Sale Agreement between


the parties. If there are any conflicts, the Purchase & Sale Agreement shall prevail.


Licensor Signature:
Date:


Licensee Signature: Date: 5/20/26







Archived: Thursday, May 28, 2026 5:31:01 PM
From: Sarah Lurie 
Mail received time: Wed, 27 May 2026 18:32:46 -0600
Subject: Tree Removal, Permits & Fire Dept. Involvement at 100/200 Trout Lane

Brian-

I attended the May 26, 2026 City Council meeting online and reviewed the subsequent public comments
regarding ongoing site work and tree removal at 100 & 200 Trout Lane (Brabant Subdivision parcels
RPB029400110010 and RPB029400110020).

Residents and Councilmember Suzanne Wrede raised significant concerns about compliance with Plat Note 4
(floodplain disturbance limits), riparian setbacks, floodplain ordinances, and the apparent use of city resources
(including Bellevue Fire Department personnel and equipment) for private-property tree removal and driveway
widening before the buyer, Lars Knudsen, had closed on the property. 

Mr. Knudsen stated during public comment that he had communicated with the City and received confirmation
that the work was �okay,� and that the Fire Department required the driveway widening for safety reasons.

This sequence of events has raised several important questions about process, permitting, and the use of public
resources.

I respectfully request answers to the following questions and copies of the records listed below:

1. Did you, any member of the Community Development Department, or any other City staff provide verbal or
written authorization (including email, text, or phone confirmation) to Mr. Knudsen, the current property
owners, or their agents to conduct tree removal, driveway widening, grading, or any other site work prior to
closing and prior to issuance of any permits?

2. Were any permits issued for this work (building permit, grading permit, floodplain development permit, or
other)? If yes, please provide copies of the applications, approvals, staff reports, and any conditions of
approval. If no, please explain why no permit was required.

3. What role did the Bellevue Fire Department play? Specifically:
Was Fire Department personnel and/or equipment (truck, chainsaws, etc.) used to remove trees or
perform site work?
Was this activity classified as official �training� or any other departmental exercise?
Who authorized the Fire Department's involvement?
Has the City (or the property owner) reimbursed the Fire Department or general fund for any
personnel time, equipment use, or other costs? Please provide any related invoices, agreements, or
reimbursement records.

4. Did the City consider or document compliance with Plat Note 4 of the Brabant Subdivision, the City's
riparian setback requirements, the 100-year floodplain overlay, or the National Wetlands Inventory mapping
for this property before any work began?

5. Please provide a complete timeline of all communications between City staff (including yourself), the Fire
Department, Mr. Knudsen, and/or the property sellers regarding this project from the date the property was
listed for sale through the issuance of the alleged stop-work order on May 27, 2026.

mailto:sarah@5bgazette.com


6. What is the current status of the stop-work order, and what steps must the property owner take to lift it
and/or proceed with any further work?

Thank you. 

-- 
Kindly, 
Sarah Lurie
Publisher



Archived: Thursday, May 28, 2026 5:31:05 PM
From: Florence Blanchard 
Subject: 

I agree. The City should issue a stop work order immediately. Especially if work is continuing without a permit or without a
decision regarding removal of the flood plain vegetation. 

Sent from my iPad

On May 27, 2026, at 3:26�PM, Suzanne Wrede <swrede@bellevueidaho.us> wrote:

?
All -

I am writing to confirm that the City of Bellevue is aware that clearing of this area is continuing unabated
as of video taken at 2:30PM today. The City has yet to produce any documentation that the concerns
around this area have been properly evaluated, that any permits have actually been issued or what reports
and reviews have been undertaken.

On behalf of all residents, I seek immediate production of all applications, permits and reports that show
that this activity meets all required plat notes, ordinances and applicable codes. This is a current project
and all of these materials - including the mechanism by which City resources were used for this private
project to cut trees and the source of the identification of trees to be destroyed - should be immediately
available.

If this project is found to be out of code in anyway, then immediate action is essential for minimizing the
damage. ANY questions about plat notes or any other part of this project - especially as raised by residents
last evening - should require a stop work order until the City can produce the requested information
specifically because these environments are so sensitive. The City cannot undo much of the damage done
and what damage can be repaired will come at significant cost.

On behalf of residents who have listed concerns that the City has not addressed and in the interest
of ensuring proper protection for residents assets, I request that the City issue a stop work order for
this project until the documentation is provided and the facts can be verified.

Thank you,

Suzanne Wrede
Bellevue City Council

From: Suzanne Wrede
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2026 11:05 AM
To: Christina Giordani <cgiordani@bellevueidaho.us>; Brian Parker <bparker@bellevueidaho.us>
Cc: Evan Stelma <elstelma@ctshelp.net>; Doro Schinella <doroschinella@gmail.com>; Diane Shay
<dshay@bellevueidaho.us>; steve@stevesmithphotography.com <steve@stevesmithphotography.com>;
fkblanchard@gmail.com <fkblanchard@gmail.com>; naturewalker7@gmail.com <naturewalker7@gmail.com>
Subject: Council Request: Permit List and Supporting Reports for Trout Lane

mailto:fkblanchard@gmail.com


 
Dear Mayor Giordani and Community Development Director Parker,

I am requesting a complete list of all permits issued for the Trout Lane development discussed by
residents at the 5/26/2026 City Council meeting, specifically parcels RPB029400110010 and
RPB029400110020, along with all reports, staff reviews, supporting documents, and materials relied upon
in issuing those permits. Please include any related inspections, correspondence, and internal
assessments associated with the permitting process.

Bellevue has allocated over $250,000 to the Community Development Department. With that level of
investment, residents should reasonably expect access to basic public-facing services, including a portal
where permits, reports, and related documentation can be easily reviewed. The absence of such a system
is precisely why I must request these materials directly. I would appreciate an update on the status of this
basic resident service, including whether development has begun and when residents can expect this
fundamental service to be available.

As an elected member of the Bellevue City Council, I have a statutory and fiduciary obligation to review
City actions, ensure compliance with adopted procedures, and respond to resident concerns based on
accurate information. To fulfill these duties, I require timely access to the underlying records.

To avoid any misunderstanding: this request concerns official records and administrative actions, not
public engagement or discussion formats. Therefore, it cannot be deferred to a town hall or other public
meeting. My responsibility to review the City's permitting decisions is independent of any public forum,
and timely access to these materials is necessary for me to perform the role voters elected me to carry
out.

Please provide the requested documents or confirm the expected delivery date.

Thank you,

Suzanne Wrede

Bellevue City Council


