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Request for Findings of Fact and Public Presentation Regarding Trout Lane and Floodplain Administration

From Suzanne Wrede <swrede@bellevueidaho.us>
Date Tue 6/2/2026 8:44 AM
To Christina Giordani <cgiordani@bellevueidaho.us>
Cc Evan Stelma <elstelma@ctshelp.net>; Doro Schinella <doroschinella@gmail.com>; Diane Shay <dshay@bellevueidaho.us>;

steve@stevesmithphotography.com <steve@stevesmithphotography.com>; naturewalker7@gmail.com
<naturewalker7@gmail.com>; Tony Evans <tevans@mtexpress.com>; amanda@projectbigwood.org
<amanda@projectbigwood.org>; marksindell@gmail.com <marksindell@gmail.com>; Amy Phelps
<aphelps@bellevueidaho.us>; cece@woodriverlandtrust.org <cece@woodriverlandtrust.org>; Sarah Lurie
<sarah@5bgazette.com>

Mayor Giordani,

I wanted to support the recommenda�on you made at the last City Council mee�ng about holding a Town Hall
regarding the Trout Lane and floodplain concerns. I think that could be a helpful way to bring the current discussion
to a more construc�ve conclusion and give residents a clear forum for ques�ons and answers.

To help make that Town Hall produc�ve, I believe the City should prepare and publish wri�en Findings of Fact in
advance. That way, residents, applicants, staff, and Council can all work from the same factual record, and the
mee�ng can focus on the City's findings, remaining ques�ons, and any appropriate next steps.

Numerous residents have expressed concerns regarding the administra�on of the Trout Lane applica�on, reports of
City involvement in ac�vi�es occurring on private property, the handling of floodplain-related ma�ers, and whether
regula�ons and procedures have been administered consistently across applicants.

In my view, the most effec�ve way to address these concerns is through transparency, documenta�on, and a clear
accoun�ng of the facts.

Accordingly, I would like to request that the City prepare and publish wri�en Findings of Fact addressing:

• Ac�ons taken by City staff in connec�on with the Trout Lane applica�on;

• The basis, authoriza�on, and process for any City assistance, support, labor, equipment, materials, services, or
other public resources that may have been provided in connec�on with ac�vi�es occurring on private property;

• How the administra�on of the Trout Lane applica�on compares to other applicants, including the process for the
Myers' floodplain applica�on(s)

• Whether applicable regula�ons, procedures, permi�ng requirements, enforcement prac�ces, and review
standards were administered consistently across applicants;

• Whether any City policies, procedures, ethical obliga�ons, procurement requirements, use-of-public-resource
restric�ons, or other applicable standards were not followed;

• Whether any public resources, equipment, labor, services, or other City assets were u�lized and, if so, the
authority under which such use occurred;

• Whether any devia�ons from standard prac�ces, procedures, permi�ng requirements, or applicant obliga�ons
occurred and, if so, the basis for those devia�ons;



• What correc�ve, remedial, reimbursement, enforcement, administra�ve, or other ac�ons are available to the City
if the findings iden�fy misuse of public resources, inconsistent applica�on of regula�ons, departures from
established procedures, or other viola�ons of applicable standards.

Because the issues raised involve ques�ons of City administra�on, public resources, regulatory consistency, and
public confidence, I would also request that considera�on of this Findings of Fact request be placed on the agenda
of the next regular City Council mee�ng. Doing so would allow Council members the opportunity to ask ques�ons,
iden�fy addi�onal areas of inquiry they believe should be addressed, and determine whether the prepara�on of
formal findings should be directed as a ma�er of City business.

Given the level of public interest and the number of residents who have expressed concerns regarding these
ma�ers, Council discussion of the scope and process for preparing the Findings of Fact would itself promote
transparency and help ensure public confidence in the completeness and impar�ality of the review.

To allow sufficient �me for public review, I respec�ully request that the wri�en findings be completed and made
publicly available no later than seven (7) days prior to the proposed Town Hall mee�ng, or, if a Town Hall date has
not yet been established, no later than fourteen (14) days from the date of this request.

I would further request that the Town Hall serve as the forum for presenta�on of the findings and provide an
opportunity for residents to ask ques�ons regarding the City's conclusions, suppor�ng documenta�on, and any
proposed next steps arising from those findings.

I believe this approach would help establish a common factual founda�on, reduce misunderstanding, and
demonstrate the City's commitment to transparency, accountability, equal applica�on of its regula�ons, and
responsible stewardship of public resources.

This request is not intended to prejudge any individual, department, applicant, or outcome. However, transparency
requires not only a clear understanding of the facts but also a clear understanding of whether applicable standards
were followed and what ac�ons are available to the City when they are not. Residents deserve confidence that
public resources are protected, regula�ons are administered consistently, and that accountability mechanisms exist
and will be u�lized when warranted by the facts.

Thank you for your considera�on of this request. I believe a transparent review and public presenta�on of the facts
would be an important step toward resolving many of the concerns that have been raised and would help
demonstrate the City's commitment to openness, fairness, accountability, and good governance.

Respec�ully,

Suzanne Wrede

From: Suzanne Wrede <swrede@bellevueidaho.us>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 9:36 PM
To: Brian Parker <bparker@bellevueidaho.us>; Chris�na Giordani <cgiordani@bellevueidaho.us>
Cc: Evan Stelma <elstelma@ctshelp.net>; Doro Schinella <doroschinella@gmail.com>; Diane Shay <dshay@bellevueidaho.us>;
steve@stevesmithphotography.com <steve@stevesmithphotography.com>; naturewalker7@gmail.com
<naturewalker7@gmail.com>; Tony Evans <tevans@mtexpress.com>; amanda@projectbigwood.org
<amanda@projectbigwood.org>; marksindell@gmail.com <marksindell@gmail.com>; Amy Phelps
<aphelps@bellevueidaho.us>; cece@woodriverlandtrust.org <cece@woodriverlandtrust.org>; Sarah Lurie
<sarah@5bgaze�e.com>
Subject: Re: Immediate Need for Documenta�on and Clarifica�on Re: Trout Lane
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